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4  Werthy Benefafdar * 7 
Was called to Preach 
this Following SERMON; /o by the Inportanity 
| of. thoſe that ' Heard it, "was Urged to to Publiſh it ; : 
Iam ey {o ſenſible of the Meaneſs of the Performance, 
chd jon fore was Very unwilling to ventare it abroad 


s C enſoriols. and uncharitable Age. 
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þ - indeed preſet with one conſiderable Motive, 


IP no. 


Undertakin 05, that are ; now. in Agitation; were } 
ſatisfied of this, Tapowld freelyChaprd the Cenſures of 
gens Wal gti o ths eſnset 
be of SvveMmeny, enligs/o the 

| yo ne. Cirh” T 3Q (UPIS ; 
N 0 W,mbether the Publiſhing of this pit, 
any ways eonduce to this purpoſe, I. know not; bit ſacs 
e pleaſed to think [o, Taye reſolved to ſubmit t 
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pe ele ire, not doupen WAwebill be fo Candid 
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Titus ii. Thelatter Part of the xijjj ver. 


©» Zealous of GoadWarky/ 
The whole Verſe is thus, © * 
IVbo gave Himſelf for us, that be might 
Redeem us from all Iniquity,and Purifie 

to Himſelf a Peculiar People Zealous of: * 


—\ HE $ E. Words were Spoken 7 
+ (as you may obſerve, from: the - 
b, preceding Verſe ) concerning che 


- great God, andour Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 


and the Deſign of them, is tolnſtruct us in the 
great End of his Coming inthe Fleſh, and of his 
Mangan as. Himfelt co a Shametul [Dearh'; 
"twas:that be mizht Rederm us from all Iniquity, ans. -. 

B Paris 
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Vos we 


Purifie to Himſelf a Peculiar People, that is, that he 
might Ranſom us out. of the Power of Sin, and 
make us in an Eminent manner Pure, Pious,and 
Holy ; but this, was not all ; he. Expeted and 
Required that weſhould manifeſt our Progreſs 
and Adyance ia Vertue, by our Zeal in Good 
Works : He garve Himſelf for us, not only that 
we ſhould be Redeemed from Iniquity, and Purified 
as a Peculiar People, but that we ſhould be Zealous 
of Good Works, for when all is done, 'tis Aftion 
that is the Perfeion of Yertue, and *cis Zeal that 

1s rhe. Principal Ingredient of thoſe Vertuous, 
Actions, that ſhall Recommend us to the favour 
and Eſteem of God: | 


T O preſs therefore in ſome meaſure "this 
Zeal for Good Works, is what I Deſign from theſe 
Words of my Text, in Diſcourſing 'on which 
I {hall purſue this plain-and Eaſe Method.. 


Firſt, Lſhallgive an Account what we are to 


pnderſtand by Good Works. 


 Secondy, 1 ſhall ſhew wherein the being: 
<ealqus of thera does Conſift, = -- Thirdy.. 


OS - no — 


" The Court of Guardians, &c. 23 

Thidly, I ſhall propoſe fome Motives, or 

Encouragments to Engage our Zeal in the Pro- 
ſecution ofthem, | 


Firſt, To give an account what weare to un- 
__derſ{tand by Good Works. | 


B 1 Good Works,I underſtand all choſe Actions 
of Humane Life that are any ways conducible 
to, or promotive of Goodneſs ; and thele are ſo 
various,that I cannot pretend at preſent, ſo much 
as to name them, bur they are reducible to theſe 
T'wo Heads : They are eicher, Firſt, ſuch as 
more-immediately concern God;or Secondly,they 
areſuch as more immediately concern Man. Tis 
true, the Words of my Text may be conſidered 
in reference to both : but becauſe the Occaſion 
on which I amealled hither at this time, does 
require me more particularly to conſider thoſe 
Good Works which concern Man, that is, thoſe 
whereby we become Uſeful, and Beneficial co 
one ancther,I ſhall confine my Diſcourleto theſe 
alone, and endeavour to give you an Account 
of ſuch only of them, as feem moſt worthy at 


this time or your Care and Proſecution. 


I—_—_— 
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- Firſt, What I would recommend as a Good 

Work, is the having a tender _ ro Mens 
' Worldly Neceſſities, and the rding them 
Suitable Relief. IRE 


” 


'G-O.D has been pleaſed to deal very 

Differencly with the Children of men,toExercife. - 
them with diverſicy of Conditions, and Circum- 
ances; ſome he ſuffers toTriumph in Greatneſs 
and Plenty, while others are Debaſed to 
Meaneſs -and Poverty : Some he allows to be 


Cloathed in Purple, and Fine Linnen, and to fare 


| Sumptuouſly every day, winle others are almoſt de- 
ſticure of Covering; and have ſcarce Bread toſup- 
ply their Craving Appetites : Toſome he 250 
fafes the comfortable:Enjoyment of a Health 
Confticution, while others are Perperually Lan- 
guiſhing under an Heavy Jndiſpoſition: To ſome 
- again he gives the pc: nur of a joyful Liberty; 
while others are Confined under a Miſerable 
Captivity : Thus various is the ſtate of Mankind, 
nay, much greater variety than all this is Daily 
vilible among them. 


and 


T he Conrt of Guardians, &c. 5 

'A ND now, if we would be Promoters of 
Good Warks,we ſhould give Signal Inſtances of it, 
in Compaſſionacing. the Neceſlitous, and ex- 
rending our Care according to our:Ability,” for 
their Comfort and Relief : {o that ſhould we 
find any Groaning-under Captivity, it will be- 
come us to Contribute to their Freedom';' ifany 
under Oppreſſion,we ſhould be ready ro Sugcour 
them ; 1f any inDanger, we ſhould do'well to 
Reſcuethem ;We ſhould rake Care of ſuch as are 
Sick, Help the infirm, Feed the Hungry, Cloath 
the Naked, Comfort the Comtfortlels, /ifzt the 
 Fatherleſs and Widow in their Afflition: in ſhort, 
we ſhould as we have opportunity, do Good mito all 
that may be ſuppoſed ro Kand inneed of our 


Help and Affiſtance. , 


vw E Should according to our Capacity 
Tranſcribe that Brave,and Generous Pattern of 
Good Works Holy Job ; 1.( ſays he ) Delivered the 
Poor that Cried, and the Fatherleſs , and him that had 
none to help bim : the Bleſſing of him that was ready to 
periſh came upon me, and 1 cauſed the Widows Heart 
| to Sing for joy, 1 was Eyes tothe Blind, and Feet was 
A _ = 
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Fro the Lame, 1 was a Father to the poor, artd the 
Cauſe which:I knew not, 1 ſearched out ; 1 Brake the 
j4Ws. of the-WWicked, and Plucked the Spoil ont of their 
[rebs, :[ob. 29,12, 13,1 5,16, 17. 1f T have with. 
held the Poor from their Deſire, or' have cauſed the 
Eyes of the Widow to fail ; or have eaten my Mor/el my 
. felf alme,and the:Fatherleſs hath not eaten thereof if 
haveyyſeen any Periſh for want of Cloathing, or any 
Poor withaut' Covering, the Stranger did not Lodge in 
the Street but I opened my Doors to the Traveller, Job. 
31. 16, 17,19, 32. Such, was Job's Behayjour, 
ſo Full of Goodazſs rowards the 4AHlicted, and 
Miſerable, and if we Labovr to imitate his 
Example according to our” Powers, we cannot 
bur be thought Promocive of Good Works, 


Secondly, Another thing I would recommend 
as-2 Good Work, and worthy of our Care and En- 
dzavour, is'the QContriving and Encour:ging 
Employment for the Poor. | | 


This I take to. be a moſt prudent, and excellent 
Method ot Conſulting their intereſt, & Advantage, 
much beyond the common courſe of down-righe 

Et be. Relicying 
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Releiving them : forby Diſpenſing of an Alm® 
ro cure their Hunger, or by Furniſhing 
them with Cloaths ro, Cover: their Naked- 
neſs, or by ſending a Cordial: to Relieve their 
Drooping Spirirs, we only divert the preſent 
_ Craving, and Pinching Neceilities of our 
Poor Neighbours, which will in probability, 

ſhortly return on them, and be as Severe, and 
'  Oppreſlive as ever : the.Comfort of an Alms can- 
not laſt log ; the Strength of a Cordial will ſoon 
Expire ; and even the Cloaths wherewith we' 
hide cheir Nakedneſs, will quickly Decay and' 
conſume .; and where then will - our Poor 
Neighbours be, but juſt in the very Condition. 
we found them ? | 2 


WHEREAS it we Contrive: and Encourage - 
them inan Imploy, we lay the Foundation ofa 
Durable and Laſling Relief , we. do in Effet Daily 
Feed, Daily Cloth . and Daily Communicate - 
to their Neceſlities, by which means they are 
Comfortably Supported ; . and not only fo, but 
ina great Meaſure delivered from thoſe trouble- 
ſome, and. tedious,as well as Scandalous atten- 
o EE "3611 3071142 TO 
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dances» they are forcedo | pay co [their "tal 


NAY, this is notall, they by this means be- 
comethe Inſtruments of the Publick Weal, for 
what is it that makes a Nation Floutiſh like 
Taduſiry? what Advanices its Power and Greatneſs 
like an Univerſal Application co Labour?indeed I 
fnd if obſerved, that there never was an 
Flouriſhing Kingdom, or Common Wealth, 
wheretl cir r Law maker;ind uh comer have noc 
taken care, "that all Men ſhould be. Im ployed 
in ſome Honeſt, uſeful Calling,and be Vw 
in it : Thisis 0neching that has undoubredlycon 
duced much,to the raiftag our Neighbour Com- 
morn ealth to its Heighr and Grandeur ; they 
havelicrle of their own, but b their Dilis igence, 
and Induſtry, they have* btowibfr home = Ri- 
ches of the World; and have made a Place thac 
15Barzen- of all chings, to be the Store Houle 
ofthele Weſtern party of1e. Tis fas the Wiſeman 
S peaks 3 ) the diligent hand hat maketh Rich, ſo that 
as faras we comrive for the omgting of this ; 
{o far we fhall- confulree fs Br and Prol- 
perity ofour native'Coutty ; by Certainly ih ſo 


doing, we cannot bur be thought the Inſtru- 
ments of G:od Warks. | Due 


The Court of Guardians, ON 9 


BUT ſome may ſuggeſt, whar.if we are con- 
cerned among ſuch as cannot Labour ? what 
if -they are -Diſabled by Age, or Sickneſs, or 
Lameneſs, or any ſuch like udbappy Accident ? 


— 


T O which I Ariſwer, where thisis the Caſe, 
a conſtant Sapply will be the beſt, nay, the only 
Good Work , and really where we meet with. 
fuch Objects, we ought . to have 2 very tender 
Regard for their Sad and Deplorable Condition: 
for twill in plain Terms be a piece of Cruelty, 
as well as Mockery,to Command them to Work,, 
who, perhaps have ſcarce Leggs ro Move, or. ' 
Hands to Labour ; or if they have, are deſtitute 
of Strength, ſufficient 'to ſecure a Livelihood : 
this math? be much like the Charity of.them.in 
St. James ; who meeting with 4 Brother or Siſter 
Naked and Deftitute of Daily Food, ſhould ſay, De- 
part in Peace, be you warmed and filled, notwithſtand- 
ing they give them'not thoſe things which are needful 


- for the Body, Jam. 2. 15, 16. 


BUT, whatif we are Concerned with thoſe 
that will not Work:the Apoſtles Rule is, Let them 


Mo - 
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not Eat, 2 Theſſ. 3. ko. And truly, I cannot 
think thar he who Releives ſuch as are Lazy 
and Idle, and make a. Trade of Begging when 


they are 'C: pable' of Earning their Living, are, 


by any means Promoters of Good Works. Give 
me Leave to obſeryeto you the Judgment of 
that Great, and Good Divine Biſhop Sauderſor 
ofi this point ; Who Speaking of Idle” Wandring 
Ps gers,tells us, © They ought not to 'be Reliey- 

: andadds ;. Joure ſay, he that Helps one of 
oe Sturd Pers to the Stocks, EY the 
ip, and RAE Houle ' of Correction, not only 
CE ten of the Common Wealch ; but 
c- doth” a Work 'of greater Charity, i in- the 


| $24 of God, chan he that 008 him wich. 


| Mohey, andllo ing: for he chat doth 
o that 009 Seaport his arty. with a double 
J Eftor, [Fir He Maintains and Encourages 
E * Bithat pony who, if none. would Relieve, 
PEN to. de wekg . Work,racher. than 
A eg an Second dilables his Charity, 
« by Miſplacing it, er, unawares *Robbech 


"the Pairs Nike Sigks Ae ee: 


4 #134: , 


Wh I, cet (2 are corned wich any "Gor 
thar 


O—_ 
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rhit ate Difabled,we ſhall &6 a ctiily Good Wark 
in affording ther Preſenc and conſtaric Relitf; 
but if we are Concerned with thoſe that C ati; att 

will not Labour, we ſhall do a Good Work,in De- 
nying therti Relief,and commanding them'to the 
Houſe of CorteQion- but if we are Coricertied 
with choſe who can and will Labour,we cannot 
do better theti co contrive for their Employment: 


AN Dbecauſe it often happens that not only 
particular Perſons, but wkole Families are Ree 
duced to Poyerty, atid ſo become Objeas.of = 
our Charity ; we {hall be highly Promotive of 
Good Works,in providitig Wark Fbufes to receive 
them : for by this meafis,they will be accoftom- 
ed to Labour, atid Itduffty ; and the Habits of 
 Idlenes, and | Debaichery (, whetewich che 
Youth among the Pootet Sort,areMiſerably In- 
fected ) will be prevented ; and they rriay hefe- 
by become uſeful inſtruments ofa ſociety : even 
theſe Ignoble Sprouts, it Catefully Cultivated, 
may. grow up intg'great Trees, and $ pread into 
mighty branches, and become a Shadbwy and 
Shelter to their poor Brethren ; they may bring 

C 2 Wealth 


_— Is os _ 
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Wealth and. honour to themſelyes andfamilies ; 
and: by their Generous BenefaCtions too, become 
Great Eacouragers of Induſtry to Poſterity. 


U P O N which accounts, I cannot but 

think, the deſigns. that you ( Gentlemen ) have 
now in band,to be-fix-objets of Encouragment ; 
and that choſe who are able, would do a truly 

Good Work, in Contributing to the Perfeing of 

them; and that. they who haye extended their 
Liberality,: deſerve well of their Coyntry, and 

ought Highly tobeEſteemed for their Works.Sake. 


- Third! ,Ancther thing which I Cannot but re- 
commend as a moſt Excellent Work{(and'tis more 
Particularly my.province;to:take notice of it to 

you.) is the Contriving, that ſuch poor as ſhall 
| beplaced inthele Hqules,be inſtructed in matters 


” 


_ of Religion. 


F -*T, 1 S.indeed .a Noble and, a Generous 
| Charity, to contrive ſo,w:ll, and te Encourage 
> _. fo far the proviſion for, the Pwr, and more 
Particularly for the Younger part of them ; but 
| | in 


=_ 


- þ 


_- 
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in my Opinion, will be yet a more Noble and 


| Generous, Act; to. ſtudy ſome Method for 


their inffructon in Chriſtian Knowledg : for by 
this means, you will conſult the nt pf that 
better part of them,their Immortal Souls : they 
have Souls to be faved as well as you; and the 
Redemption of them coſt as Dear as yours; for 


| they were Purchaſed with the ſame moſt Pre- 


cious Blood, and is it fit then that they ſhould be 
Slighted or neglefed any more then your own, 
Eſpecially Since they -are committed to your 
Peculiar Charge ? _ 4 


BUT beſides, by taking care to have the 
Youth Eſpecially, well inftruted in Religious 
Matters, you will very much concrive for che 
Peace, and Welfare of the State : for if we 
were all carefull ro.Sow in the Minds of Youth 
the Seeds of Vertue, and Truth, before the 


' Seeds of Vice and Errour have taken root, there 


would grow up ſuch a Large Crop of Goodnels, 
as would 59 our Nation Flouriſhing and 
happy: for where ever. Religion Prolfers, ir 


wall certainly make Men better ; better Gover- 
| nours 
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nours, and better SubjeRs ; better Fathers and 
becrter Children ; better Maſters, and better 
Servants ; better Guardians, and betrer Pupils; 
better in all Capacities, and Relations, and 
whilſt it is thus, ircannot bur have aninfluence 
on the whole” Kingdom, and ſo make that the 
betrer too. 2 | 


B Y-c0: riving then for the inftrution of choſe 
*Children which ſhall be committed to your care; 


you will do a moſt Excellent work ; may God 


put itinto the Heart of ſome Generoits Soul'to 


become a Benefactor on this Occaſion. but 


now | Cannocthink ic en ough in this caſe juſtto 


to Learn them to Read, and to repeat a 


Catechiſm ; tho this may be of advanicage ; but 
they ſhould be madeto underſtand the Funda-' 


mentals of the Chriſtian Religion ; and if they 


were once throughly inſtrudted in tFeſe,it would - 


ſcarce fail of influencing them-rhro the whole 


Courſe of their Lives: . and this weare Encou- 


ragedto beleive from that obſervation of Solomon 


T rain »p a Child in the Way be ſhould goe and when 


be is old, be will not depart from it Prov. 22. 6. 
EY. Thus 


o 


"4 


The CourtoſOvardians, ©. 15 
1 H US lhave PROWET Jor inthete three 
' Particulars; how 'we' may b 


e promotive of 
Good Works, I ſhall 'inftance in no more but 
proceed, 


Secondly, to Enquire whercin the being 
Zealous of them does Confift, | 


NO W the being Zealous of Good Works, maz 
'be luppoſed-to imply, more Eſpecially theſe N 
Following things. nntE: | 


= >, BY n , | ' 
Firſt that-we, apply our ſelves to 7 


» 


cution ofchem with cheerfullne(s. 


he proſe- 


Z E A L imports. an earneſt and vehement 
deſire after things, and this we muſt not prerend 
ro, unleſs 'we are diſpoſed readily andfreely to 
purfuethem, ſo thatif we ſer upon the proſecu- 
rion of Good Works, this muſt be the temper with 
which we ingage in them;we.muſt nor at ia chis 
affair grudgingh, or.out of neceſſity ; we mult nor 
be driven as.ic were by forceand Compulſion, - 
for this will beſpeak usto have very little of crue 
Zeal in our Hearts. 'Tis 
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'T1S plainly-che temper ofa great many 
not to be wrought on- to. do. good, ' but out of 
Fear, or Shame, or Importunity, or ſome ſuch 
like Principle ; they may Perhaps Somerimes af- 
ford the afliſtance-both of their Perſons, and 
their ſubſtance forthe benefit of the poor; but 
then *cis almoſt wreſted from them by a ſore 
of violence.: they are not able to bare the con- 
rinued afſanlts.of importunate Suppliants, and 
- for that reaſon conſent to become Benefactors 
to their neceſſities: or they are aſhamed to refuſe ' 
them, and this puts them upon being helpful: or 
they are afraid of feeling ſome il Effect of their 
uncharitableneſs and therefore hearken to their 
Complaints : where this is the caſe. there is a 
great defe&t of Chriſtian Zeal ; for they thar are 
inſpired with this, will freely and Cheerfully 
ſot chemiſelves to the Work; they will notgrudge 
a. reaſonable _Expence, _ Either of Time, 
Labour, or Money, {o.they. can, but be Ser- 
viceable co their Diſtreſſed Neighbours. and 
this is the temper thatit would well become us 
ro pur on, in Proſecution of. che affair in hand ; 
| - 


S. 
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| we ſhould Readily pur. our Necks tothe 
Yoke; andour Hands to the Plow ; for fo oh 

we give great INN of our Zeal, for 

Warks.* 


4# 


Secondly, if we hope /to appear  Zeib of 
Good Works,we rauft cloſe with the Opportunities 
that offer of Proſecuting them; and if none e offer, 
we muſt RP ſeek them. © FL14Þ 


Indeed there are. very fewzthat need chit! 
themſelves to bunt for any, 4or-they daily, nay 
houtly almoft occur ; ter us be as ready roEm-: 
brace them ; and we ſhall never be thought de- 
feRive in our Duty: ; bur if we-are -not, we 
ſhall; and char juſtly-too2:for how canwe be 
chought truly.Zealous, who, when a fair ae 
Ty 4 gr and ability allows, n_ 

of gaod? who, when our 
bours —_ a Relief,ſhall put them into os of 
ous ExpeCtatiotis,and delay thery wich-frrvolons 
and vain Excuſes, ſaying ( as tis in the Prov. ) 
L0.4ud come agam, and: to Marrow I'will ive thee, 
when "we have by 'us } who fi \ them 
pinched with —_— Hunger, and Cold, and 
D 


perplexed | 


- - 


——— 


Oe ent 


_— 
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perplexed with: grevious Sickneſs, ſhall ſay - 
ro'them, ' have.patience, depart M' Peace 3 how - 
(Ly) dan {uch- Perſons be.allowed $6 have-- 
one Spark of Zeal in their Souls * . 


=y 


T-HE caſe frequently happens , that the af- 
farding an opportune afliſtance to a neceſfitous . 
Perſon is a great enhancemient;if not a doubling 
the benefit; Thus. for . inſtance a ſeaſonable 
interpoſition may many times deliver a Neigh- 
bour fram'a-Ruinous and deftrutive oppreſſion: 

a | ſeaſonable. applicition of a Medicine may - 
eliire «Sek bach from a Killing. Diſeaſe-:-- 
and,- a ſeaſonable. Aims, an Hungry foul from 
Raving :.and ſo as to this greatand good deſign 
in hand of Imploying the / poar ;- a Generous - 
gift, now maybe of double advantage, to what 
3t. wilk another day, becauſe now *will be apt 
trogive life to it, *twill be a Means of puttin 
that great wheel in motion,which when once ſer - 


on,. will withautruch difficulty be kept going. 


Icannot but think, there are a great many 
well wiſhers to it, anda great many who reſolve - 
to become benefactors, but this theydeſire-o be . 
| Os 8 reg weve 2 
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exculed from at preſent, reſerving; it for the dif: 
poſal of their laſt Will and Teſtament : -bnc 
certainly ſuch perſons muſt not pretend to be 
Zealous of Good Works : they cantiot be ſuppoſed 

| to have an earneſt deſire to adyance chantable 
deſigns, who are not willing to ſee the happy 
 Effesof their Benevolence while they live : is 
Commonly thoughe a prudent courſe (Tam ſure 
'tis a courſe that will beſpeak- our Zeal) to make 
our hands the pggfenc diſpencers of our Charity, 
wp Eyes co ſee the Managemenc 


-and with our ey 


1 would not be thought to diſcourage Teſta- 
mentary Charities ; but this give me leave to 
-to remark concerning them ; that they: oughe 
to be defigned to make Compenſation for the 
defeats and failures of our Charity while welive, 
and not to be the whole body of our Charity, 
or all the good that ever we do in the world - 
indeed if ' this be-our.cale we {ball hardly 
deſerve the. Charater even of beingi good: 
| For David makes it a delcription. of a: truly 
good Man; that he hath diſperſed, -and given "to 
the Poor P/al.11 2,9. that.is (-as' one: chmments 

Es D 2 : no 


ce . _- 
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< on theſe: words Yhe 3: 3s x Man thar- does it 
© while he lives ; not reſerves it to the diſpoſal 
< of his laſt Will ; that vnwilling Will ; whereby 
© Men would ſeem to give fomewhar when they - 
- an keep nothing, drawing tothemſelvesthole 
'<; commondations. and thanks, which are only 
© due wo their Mortality; for corld they have 
been Immworral; we ſhould neverhave ſeen'much 
of ti eir Liberality.: However if they ſhould be 
Suppoled 'to delerve che cli racer of being 
good, they cannot thar of 'Zralous ; they 
a never. berhought to have any greator Earneft- 
deſire of promoting Good Works, who never give 
atty Excmmptn as” to them till they wie. 


Thirdy, if.we hope to ap Zextous of 
Good Works, one Ne © the beſt | 
arora and Ability.” 


NOTHING. els then a vigorous. en- 
deavour in this affair, "will Enticle us, to Zeal, 
*is a lively a&ive 6 pitt thar perinits neither 
Lizine&,norCurcleſneſs,nor Coveteoufneſs,nor 
. any ſuch like Pricicipke to ſway and Govern us : 
——_ put fort -our E Seng -exert our 


power 


Tear Guardian, GET IS. 


-yower; extend ovr Sable —— our 
condition and circumſtances; 'Tis: nor 4 little 
pains, a lirrle:care, a little: EXPpence. wil - excuſe 
where God has given ano porcnniry of affording 
much. He'that ts Rich muſt be Rich in Good Works; 
asthe Apoſtie fpeaks 1 Tim. 6. 18. and he thac 
is full of this Words Goods, mult hke Dorcas, be 
fullof a; elfe bis Zeal; is nothing. - 


Some *cis true b_ Families ro. provide for, 
but yer if Ged has furniſhed them plencifully, | 
. they muſt not think chemſelyes excuſed from. 
contribming toward the [Promotion of good de- 
ſigas ;for tho they cannot be ed to ſpare 
ſo much as thoſe who are freed romthe obliga- 
zions of a4family,yet ſomething they ſhould do,if 
they, will diſcharge their Zeal : cho hich catitgt 
giv enough to Sail 4 houſe of Charity, yet - 
y may contribute::owards the building or 
repairing-of one: thothey catnorlay'in a ſtock. 
' 40 employ the Poor z yet they may afford a 
git towards it*- Something (1 Loy) according to 
eir Ability they ought t todo, it they will be 


Zed. 


_ Howeyer 
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22* . A wermon, Preacbed before | 
:-  HOW-EV ER:thereare, a. great many, in 
..the World, who are. advanced tO great Effates 
..and have no. Children:to inherit,, who (in the 
»P Glmiſts Expreiſion...) have; heaped 3þ Riches 
and; cannot tell. .who ſhall. gather them : now 
- theſe cannot-Ex prels their Zeal, but by a Plen- 
.tiful Effuſion of their Subſtance: they muſt Bleed 
treely, and chey will too, if they.are throughly 
warmed with a Zeal for Good Works. Ss 
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+Fourthh, if we ,pretend to be Zealous in this 
caſe, we muſt Endeayour to perſevere in-th ein, 


andthis we muſtdo even.in Defiance of all op. 
poſrion and dilcouragemens. - "nos 4 


TRUE Zeal. is, not like Herods Devotion, 
who.ſometimes beasd John. Bapciſt gladly, buc 
ſoon. after; Beheaded, him,;.ic is noc a ſudden 
motion ; a Hot Burning Fit, which. is immediately 
fucceeded by one as...Cold : .but tis a Regular, 
conſtant, and Warm, Application of our-Endea. 
yours tothe Profecutiond: Vertuous Actions; ir 
Js what yiill (if couprenanced.and Encouraged) 
Engage 'us inthe continued 'excetcile . of (300d 

, Works 
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Wheks: yea *tis what will inſpire us' with Courage 
and Reſolution, to. Encounter all Oppofition and: 


| Difficulty: * ® 


T'O that paſs is the World now come ; that.a -: 
Man cannot appear Briskly for the cauſe ' of 
Religion, or indeed for any a&t of Goodnels; . 
but he will meet with a great. many obſtacles; . 
That Enemy, to , all goodneſs the' Devil,- nor 
only goes himſelf up and down inthe Earth, 
with hisRoaring voice to affrightMen from their 
Duty; bur has alfo, his Agents among us (I mean * 
Cteatnures in our Shape” ) to' promote this his 
Evil defigh ; ſo chat when-ever any. Perſon, or 
Society, are cngaged in any uſeful 'or Beneficial” 
undertaking, *tis a great Chance, but they meer -: 
with violent oppoſition from . one hand” or..: 
another. 4 | 


—— 


THERE 'is © commonly great deal of 
Malice, and Envy, and Hatred among Men, 
which Bncouraged by the Suggeſtions of the 
evil- one will be apt to find out ſomewhat to dif- + 
countenance Good Purpoſes, and if nothing can 
. be faund to afford a jutt accuſation, then their. 
1 __ - Inventions: 


24: * A;Serman. Treached. bejore. = 
"_ _ . rr nn mmm ——_— 

Inventions are put.co Workgto Farge ſomething, 
chat (hall Eicher refle&t on che deligs, jt ſelf ; or 
the managers of it. I Suppole there are few . 
here, but have Experimented thistruth. 


N © W as. certaigly a very 'grating conlide- 
ration tothink, that we muſt beabuſed, purely 
becauſe we make it very much our Buſineſs to 

| b< uſeful to. our Generation; becauſe weſpend 
much. of our. time, pains, and Subſtance too, 
arg. in{pwed witha true Zeal for Good Works, ye 
{hall be little diſcouraged by fuch attempes : 'cis 
nor. the ſcofls and har{h Cenſures of others, that 
will cauſe us to flag and grow cool .in our duty: 
Oppoſition to:Zealis:very often like wind to 
the E: re; ichelps only: to fan, and ſo irritate the 
flame; May ic beſo here. May. all thatarein- 
gaged in this good defign'for the Poor, be in 
vigorated by ſo Earneſt 2 deſire ro promote it, 
chatthe diſcoutagement an the way may never 
dilturþ then: may they proceed in it With care 
and<caution; miy chey manage it with-Circum- - 
ipeQion;; beoauie.there ſeem to þe thole, that | 
Watch for their Halting.- + MY 
| WG; Thus 


* - 


T he Court of Guardians, &c. 25 
T HU S I haye given an Account, what 
we -may it more Eſpecially Implied 
In being Zealous of Good Works-, that it Suppoles 
us to apply our ſelves to them with Cheerful- 
neſs, to take all convenient Qpportunities of 
Proſecuting them ; to Exert our utmoſt Power 
and Abilicy upon them , and to Charge thro all 
Diffgulcy-and diſcouragement in the managery 
of them. I come now tothe | 


Third, and1aſt Particular, which is to-prepoſe _ 
ſome Motives and Encouragements to Engage 
our Zeal in this Matter; that is to make us 


 Zealous of Good Works. 


Firſt, one Encouragement to this, may be the 
Great Pleaſure and Satisfaction, that will at- 
tread ſuch, as are truly Zealous of Proſecuting 


them. 


THO there 'may be ſome Expence of time, 
Labour, and Subſtance, in a Vigorous purſuic 
of Good Works ; yet this will bring in ſo large a 
return of Pleaſure and Satisfaction; that 'ithere 


will be little cauſe to.grudge the Expence ; _ 
| e- 
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Food to t 


| and how great, how ravi 
which ſhall ſpring, from Seeing Children chat 


26 A Sermon Preccbed before = 
he that reſrefhes other Men by his kindneſs and 


| Benignity, does with the fame; hang, let' in 


ftreams of Delight into his awn Sou}; he thar 
Relieves anothers Neceſſities, caſes his Pain, or 
cures his Difeaſe, or Vindicates his Reputation, or 
preſerves his life,or Contrives means for his hap- 
gY Support, he (Tay) chat is Inſtrumental in 

uch good Offices, muſt have an overflowing joy 
in his mind. 4 


. 


BUT —_ among the Pleaſnres of doing 
e NecelGitous, © there will be none 

more affe&ing, then that of taking eare ob Poor 
Children, and Educating them to Labour and 
Virtue : tis among the Generaliry of Mankind a 
great SatisfaQtion, to fee the Fruits of their carc 
even among Inanimate Creatures ; they rejoyee 
to ſee the ſceds they ſow, Fhrive Jar uh th ; 
and to ſee the little Plants that they fer abroad, 
come to-PerfeCtion; and to ſee the Trees that 
they have Grafted, grow 6 and'bring forch fruic: 
hing muſt that joy be, 


have been the Objez of their care and Charity, 
become Men of Virtue and Renown 2: 


hH_—_— 


The Court of Gaatdians, Sc. 27 


I know there are thoſe, 'who hope co fitid 
Great Dealof Joy andPleafure in theit Brutiſh 
Gratifications,in Indulging their loole Appetites, 
and Satiating their Revengfa] defires and ſuch 
like Practiſes;bur they Generally ſee themſelves 
Miſerably miſtaken, fome Tranſienc Delighr the 
may perhaps feel ,; but tis ſo very ſhorr, anc 
Commonly fo Bitter in the Iſle, that there is 
licele reaſon to value or eſteenvit'as a Pleaſiirs, 
Bur for thoſe whole deſigns are betit oh, and 
whoſe Endeayours are Aqtually efigaged in 
Good Works, they will Feel a true and laſting. 
SatisfaCtion ; they will in the yery att be highl 
pleaſed andnot lefs in the conſequent Refle ich 
onit : Nay the Memory of their paſt. ſervices 
for the good of their Brethren will be extreamly 
comfortable and will always give 4 very ſenſible 
and lively Pleaſure to the Soul. 


THIS then is one encouragftient forus to 
be Zealous of Good Works. 


A Second is this, that we ſhall heteby 7 No 
| | bli 


E 2 EC 2 
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Gliſh, a goad, Name, and. make |, our, ſelves 
Honourable and Glorious in the. World. 


VW E-are generally very fond of.a good Name, 
very deſirous of ſecuring a fair Repurtation,and 
Eſteem among Men, notonly while welive, but 
after we are Dead: andcan we take a-more 
Effeual courſe for it, then by becoming Zealous 
of Good Works * PEemap we.cannot : however 
we may be well ſatisfied, that this is what will 
give us agoodand laſting Reputation, make us 
eſteemed as long as we continue in this World, . 
yea and after we are gone out of it : this is what 
will Emba]m our Names. to. Poſterity ; make 
the Memory. freſh and ſweet many Thouſand 
Years after Worms have deſtroyed.our Bodies, 


| id perhaps our Prodigal Heirs have Canſlumed 
our Eſtates. LH 


WE (I know) commonly hope:to Eſtabliſh 
our Fame, and- to adyance our Honour by 
Wealth and.Power.; but without Good Works 
they. will prove very uſeleſs Engines tochis,pur- 
pole : For firft, As to Wealth,there is very little | 

7 | Eſteem. 
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The Cortof Guardians, &c. © 29 


Eſteem that;can belong to. thoſe that are Pollel- 
ſed of it,if they are deſtitute of true Zeal for Good 
Works : they may indeed weas the, Badges, and 
bear about the ticles of Honour, but they will find 
very little true Eſteem or Value .in the World, if 
they bave Nothing elſe to ſhewfor it: "Tis the 
unhappineſs of a great. manythat are Vaſtly Rich 
and, Wealthy, notto have Hearts to make ule 
of this Blefling, no, not for their own com- 
fortable.ſupport.; But if they.can- afford them- 
ſelves the -enjoyment of it, they commonly - 
take a good: care that no body<lſe ſhall be the 
better for it ; They will neither give to,thoſe 
.that want, nor lend. co thoſe.that will Borrow ; 
. they will be neither kind to Neighbours ;_ nor 
Haſpicable./to ſtrangers; they. will |be neither 
' encouragers.of Charitable deſigns among their | 

Brethren, nor ſo much as Natural to their own 

fleſh andBlood,their Children. Now when {we - 

find Men of this Carriage .in the midſt of a:Plen- 
ciful Fortune, we ſeldom think them, worthy. of 
any Honour or Eſteem: ,No,'they are thoughe - 
ſo far from this that they areallowed to.deſerve 
nothing but Contempt and ſcorn, and.ta become + 
the objects. of all good Mens Indignation : and ,. 
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indeed they \commonty do: hve unreſpeed, 
die unlamented, and their Names like their 
ON KLIVW V9 3030 -7 Hori 


"AN DSectnidly; as for Powen, "there vis: liccle 
Honour will'attend them that are advanced -to 
it, whilſt in their Zeal for doing Good, they are 
baſely Remiſs: For tho by -theic very .Poſts, 
they may command {ome reſpe& among their 
Inferiours, and: particularly-among thole who 
have 4 neceſſary dependance on their Authority, 
yer they will find vety lite” crue Value of 
| Rd any where, unleſsthey make their power, 
fome way or another ſerviceable to:/Good Works. 
If therefore ( as 'tis ſometimes feen) theſe Men 

of Power 'ſhall be Influenced by ſelf-intexeſt;, 
mind ſele beſide the Advancement of their own 
Privare, Aﬀairs : of it they ſhall be: governed/by 
fear, and ſo! dare not do a Generous att for the 
Comfort' of the afflicted; 'or if they are Lazy 
and'7dlg7 and will not givechemſelvesche crou- 
ble of being helpful to the Diſtreſſed, where this 
15 the behaviour of this' fort of Men; they will 

fnd lee reſpet'in the World : Nay, fo far 
will they be from it,thar- they will certainly-find 
themlelyes the marks of reproach and infamy 
; : they 
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iſhonour, and be no more Remembred but 
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with Hatred and Scorn- 


T HE Y then that would make their Wealth- 
or Power infiruments of Honour,' muſt take 
careto make them Inſtruments 'of Good Works : 
this is the way, Eftectually to ſecure a Good 
Eſteem : and the more Zealthey ſhew for theſe 
things, the bigher they will mount. en the 
wings of Fame : Howv-ever they will certainly 
be Loved, Valued, and Admired while they 
live; apdwhen they are dead, they will be Re- 
membred and Praiſed,; their names will be Re- 

iecedin the Recards of Honour, and both 
the preſent:and furwe. Ages conſpire to make 
them Glorious : and this 15 what we are aſſured 
. from the P/almiſt J who in ©/al. 112: 6. tells us, 
that the Righteows { thatis the Charitable.) hall 


bein Eyerla ing Remembrauce. 


This than is Another Encouragement to 
make us Zealeus of Good Warks.. 


The 


Cs Fab before © 


T n E Third and laſt which I ſhall take notice 
af is this,rhar ic will highly conduce r to our | Inte- 


. reſt. 


'N O W, theintereſt that a Man has' to proſe- 
ente is two fold ;Tem poral and Eternal. {o that he 
who becom-'s a Zealous Promoter of Good "Works 
will cake an EffeQual courſe to ſecure both. © 


Firſt, ro ſecure his Temporal Intereſt, 


THIS jndecd may ſeem ſtrange to Grid 
Patting! "bur ic muſt be only to thole who -are 
either Stangers t co the Scriptures, or To much in- 
fidels as not to b:leive them: for if we read and 
Believe the Scriptures, we ſhall find abundant 


Reaſon to Embrace.this Trath, 


THE Proph. Iſaiah Chap. 58. V. 1 o. 11. teaches 
. --us thus: that if thou + ms thy Soul to the Hlun- 


gry and ſatisfie the. 4 ſflifled Sul, then ſhall thy 
l Tels riſe m Obſcurity, and thy darkneſs be as the 
00n-day. And the Lord ſhall guide thee contmudlly, and 


; Datigfie thy foul m drought, and make fat thy Bones : 
and 


ales foal we 4 
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Thou ſhalt ſurely Give unto thy poor Brother, and let-, 
not thy Heart be Grieved, When thon- iveſt to him, 
"(that 1s,when thou giveit him thoſe hings thar 
his-Necefixies call-for)-becanſe that for this thing 
the'Lord ſhall Bleſs thee in all thy Works, and: in all 
that thou putteFt thine amd unto. And I ſhall like- 
wiſe remark unto you, the Experience and Ok<«. 
feryation of Holy David, who 1n- Pſal. 3,>. De- 
Clares, t have been Young, and now am Old, yet have 
I not ſeen the Righteows, that is, the Charitable 
forſaken nar bis ſeed Begging Bread, v. 25, And 
*now, I t.ope there 1s\no Body ( I mean no. 
no/Chriſtian, no one, who Believes the Holy 
Scriptures) will doubt of the Security eyen of . 
his Temporal Intereſt, in .the Proſecution of : 
Good © 'and Charitafe Works ;- for: they that are. 
convinced, of the Truth of the ane, nay very 
well depend on the certainty ofthe other: 
*BIFT, Secardly,We bave a farhigher Intereſt - 
to Purſue thap this, which is qur Evertaſting 
| Hap ineſs .—and this we fhall very. much CON= . 


ſalt by being Zealous of Good Works, , 

. $O ſays our Bleſſed Lofd, He that for my /ake 
* ſhall "leave Houfe or Lands, (hall .*in ths aorld to 
| Come, Inberit-Everlaſting Lffe' Mirk, 10. 2.9: 306. 
; ' Now, 


T he Court of Guardians 5 &c. 275 


Now, he that Settles any Eſtate, -or 'De- 
vores any ſur- of Money to Charitable ufes,'to 
the Encouraging, *or Tmploying 'any of-che- 
Poor Servants of Chriſt, whereby they: may 
et a Livelihood, mzy | well be allowed: 
Fe Chriſfts ſake to leave and forſake it ; and if | 
ſo, he'muſt according 'to Chrifts Dofrine, be-' 
come "Entitled "to 'the Reward of "Eternal 
Life : Farther, They that thus expend/any\of- 
their Subſtance, are ſaid in Scripture, - Torake' 
th:mſelves Bags which wax 'not Old: to lay nip- a 
£reafure in Heaven, Which fails not. to make thorns” 
ſelves Friends, which w:ll Recerve them into Everlaſt? 
mg Fiat{tations. tn ay +;þ in lore a good Foundation 
againſt the tins to come, that they may lay bold on 
Eternal "Life. | 179 10.1357 0 $TRD 
BUT fall this will nor Weigh, ſhall beg 
you to Conſider, that upon our Behaviour in” 
reſpect to this matter, will-our final 'Sentence* 
at the Day of Judgment, be Chiefly Founded *: 
ſo that'if we have been unmerciful, or-un** 
charitable. deſtiture of all Zral for Good Works, 
we mult cxpeR that Diſmal Sentence' of Con-* 
demnation, to hear our great Judge Denotince, 
Depart” *rem -me ze Curſed into Everlaſting *Fite, 
F. 2 prepared 
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; mo —<rs we; ſhall vor rs that, p Ss) tA 
Sentence, - of, Came » Bleſſed of,my Father, Iuberif, 
m-prepared'for you; fromthe. Foundation \of 
World. for I was an Hungred- and ;ye. \gaye me 
Heat : (I was Thisſty andye;gave me Drack : Iwas 4. 
Stranger,and Je took meyn:; Naked and ye Glothed me: 
I pax ſich, and ye V; i/ared me. 1 vas m Prifon and ye 

came 'untorme. Math. 25. "Tis true, Chriſtis in | 
Heaven, ,and.ſo our of the reach eicher of our, 
Care or Negle@, but in as much, as we-are ei- 
ther; Kindh ox-Hpking, ro the: Poor Members of 
Chriſt, .:3r- wall be, Efteemed as done tro Chriſt. 
Himlelf, 7 us, much a5 ye'did. iruico the leaſt of my 


Brethren, ye dil it rnLO RE, Ve, 40: 4 5- . Henee then, 


you,lee.che Weig ot the tk depends upon: 
our regard: id Works, and. that we.muf be 


 Zealous for. chem, if Ever: we hopero be Inftated 

inloga and Immorrality... 
AND .now;. il we would give our Sclves . 
the 


- The CE EI IEA _— Se. Q7 
the Trouble, of. Colie&t ingrheſe Gonlider 
rogether, Namely, That.the- being Zealous: of 
Good Works, 1s what will afford us : great Pleaſure 
and 'Sapisfaction;; will-condiice much:tothe Eſta- 
bliſking-our Good: Names, agd :Repntation;. and 
wall: be, .highly Pxomotive, not-only of aur 
Iatezelt in-this -Woyld, bat m/that which is.ta 
COME: if a( lay J): we-would: Jerioutly weigh 
all 'theſe .Conſiderations, we: could not want 
Encouragerments, to Good:Works.- | 
=} TIY: And now t0 Conclude,. | © | 
- -HAY-1NX:G gwen an:Acconnt of ſore. Works, 

chat may jultly be thought Good andiuletul roMan- 
kind, andlikewile ſhewed what the-i being Zca- 
lous of chem,may Require:us to do;zand alfo, what 
great Encouragements ave have, to: becomethus 
Zealous, {hall only;ingg; Wordor rwo;Exbort the 
Practice and I have done, .-. _ > $4ed 

A N D-no{xto whom muſt-I:apply my ſelf on 
this Occahon;; but-to. you ( Gentlemen ) whom 
God has'Blefſed,with Plenty; andiStored with. a 
Mulcitude ok Riches? -however,- to: you chiefly 
I ſhall beg leave,to recommend-tre-Duty, [have 
been prefling, and.in -Order hereunto; {hall: be- 
ſpeak every one of you'ia the Words ofthe ſon of 

er Sirach,: 


? » 
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2s : A Sermon Preached before 


Sinach, Give nnto the moſt Hg rervarding as be has 
Enricled -th:e,and as' thaw baſt gotten give with a 
Chearful Mind © NY | 

AND [| have great Reafon-to hope,my Addreſs 
will notbe ia vain; becauſe I ſpeak to Perſonss 
that have already: given great inſtances of their 
Zeal for Good Works, in the Care, Pains, Arren- 
dance, and BR they have beenar, to'pro- 
mote the Defign-in hand : bur'1 have farther 
kopes of Succels, in-thatl Sp:akto an Order of 
Men, who have been always well Diſpoſed to 
Charitable Deſigns : For (as' a | late Excellent 
Author has Obſerved) ro do'Right to the Trac” 
© ding Wotld;tiere is no Rankor Order of Men 
© ;n.rhe Kingdom, that are more fenfible of the 
© Dary of Charity, and none more Iaclin'd and 
© Diſpoſed rot ; (none that give more Eminent 
© Proofs of it while Living, or leave more 
* Glorious Monnments of ir behind them. 

* SQ M E;perhaps may fear, that their Mo-' 
ney will-be loſt or ſwallowed up in Rubbiſh and 
Ruines,but chey have mere Reaſun ro hope,that 
"Twill not:only be laid ip -in Safety and Se- 
curity/Wberemeither Moth nor Ruft ſhall Corrupt, nor 
Thieves break thro-and Steal;out chat it ſhall be] aid 


' . 


up fo, as thatit ſha!l ſpring forth co their preſent 


Advart; oe 
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Adyantage: A :ſhort time (Lam-apt.to believe) 
| will ſhew them the Fruits of their Benevolence, 
i and give tbem. the SatisfaQion, of -Recciving 
their own. Crean F CITES 

'HOW-E VER, it chey-find it not this way, 

that is, . if they fad not a Return of their Be- 
nevolence, in the Leſlening their Charge, ( as [ 
ſee. little Reaſon to doubr ) yer they will ſome. 
other way; for God. will Bleſs and Proſper them. 
- intheir Aﬀairs : Bleſs them at home,and Bleſs 
them Abroad: Bleſs them in their Shops, and 

and Bleſs them in their Ships : and*arlaſt give 
them a Comfortable Enjoyment of the- Works 
of their own Hands; all which muſt be an abun- 
dant Recompenge of their Good Works. . 

B MI T incale they ſhould fail of this, they 
may expect, that their Reward will be great ar 
the ReſurreQion of the Juſt :then all the Labour - 
and.Expence they were at,, for any of the Mem- 
bers of Chriſt will (as I have already Obſerved) 
be Eſteemed; as done to. Chriſt Hunfelf : and: 

- ſuch God will not fail: to Recompence; by Se-- 
curing to them, the inexhauſtible-FTreaſure:of - 
Heaven ; by admitting them. to his Preſence,where 

| | there - 
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